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Taste of Durham Festival designed to strengthen community 

Durham, N.C., May, 1, 2005 —  Celebrating the good life can do good things for Durham, The Community Chest believes. The nonprofit organization will showcase local and international arts, culture and food with its first festival, Taste of Durham, on Saturday, May 28. The festival has core goals: highlight Durham's unique cultural offerings, help revitalize the local economy, and contribute proceeds to not-for-profit groups that meet local needs. 


“Bringing the community together with festivals is a powerful tool,” said Community Chest founder Kimberly Ruskan. High-quality festivals set in motion what Ruskan calls the cycle of giving, the synergistic effect of giving back to the community, building stronger community relations, and enriching residents’ lives through arts and cultural experiences.

“We think the festival is a really good cause and a strong philanthropic endeavor,” said Tom Niemann, managing partner of the community development company Blue Devil Ventures, the festival’s title sponsor. “It can bring a lot of people into the Warehouse and Brightleaf District and bring us together as a community. 

“Durham has a lot of great events, but I think having a really large food and cultural event will be really great. We’ve seen it work well in other communities, and we think it will do well here in Durham. It will help local merchants and bring us together as a community to celebrate our diversity and our heritage.” 

Taste of Durham will draw residents and visitors to Peabody Place and the recently renovated Brightleaf Square (www.historicbrightleaf.com), both key festival sponsors.

“We do a lot of things to give back to the community, and we feel this is a good way to continue to do that,” said Richard Morgan, who with his wife, Jacqueline Morgan, owns Morgan Imports and Peabody Place. “Plus we’re right here. Brightleaf is part of  downtown—most people don’t realize how close it is.” 

“We hope the festival will announce what we have done,” said Carolyn Pipkin, vice president of Property Advisory Services, which owns and manages the upscale Brightleaf Square. “We’re hoping this will give people a reason to come downtown and to see the completion of the courtyard, the changes we’ve made and the new tenants we’ve brought in so far.” 


 Festival proceeds will support a number of community organizations, including Durham Scholars, the Council for Senior Citizens, Volunteers of Durham, Wings, Meals on Wheels, and The Bill Fund, a Community Chest entity that donates funds to charitable groups that experience financial emergencies. The festival and its accompanying Web site, www.tasteofdurham.org, are also designed to bring visibility to local charities and civic, arts and cultural organizations. 


“Our ultimate goal is to create a self-sustaining business model that fulfills The Community Chest's mission to serve community interests,” Ruskan said. She founded the nonprofit 501(c)(3) 

MORE
organization in September 2002.

The first Taste of Durham Festival takes place Saturday, May 28, 2005 from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. at Brightleaf Square, Peabody Place and surrounding areas. It will feature  local and international entertainment, area restaurant food sampling, arts and cultural experiences, and interactive activities for 

children. Highlights include Triangle celebrity chef demonstrations, wine and beer tastings, a Triangle Idol karaoke contest, and post-festival progressive parties. 

General admission is $3 in advance and $5 at the festival; kids under 12 are free. Coins for food and beverages and tickets for wine and beer tastings are sold separately. Advance tickets are available at Durham Harris Teeter locations and at Morgan Imports in the Brightleaf District. 

For more information, visit www.tasteofdurham.org or call 919-572-6551or 919-401-2926.
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